
Registration

Words of Welcome

Hans H. Stein 

Director of the Representation of the 

German  State of North Rhine-Westphalia  

to the European Union

Klaus Kaiser 

Parliamentary State Secretary, Ministry  

of   Culture and Science of the German  

State of North Rhine-Westphalia

Keynote

Pavel Misiga

Head of Unit „Eco-innovation“

European Commission, DG Research &  

Innovation 

„Urban water management between 

stakeholders and excellent science“

Prof. Dr. Torsten Claus Schmidt 

University Duisburg-Essen, Instrumental  

Analytical Chemistry
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INVITATION „Wastewater as resource - techno-

logical improvements closing cycles“ 

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Johannes Pinnekamp

RWTH Aachen University, Urban Water 

Management

„Water in the city of tomorrow – 

municipal involvement as a key for success“

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Burkhard Teichgräber

Emschergenossenschaft/Lippeverband,    

Business Unit Manager Technical Services

 

Moderation

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Ute Austermann-Haun

Ostwestfalen-Lippe University of Applied    

Sciences, Urban Water Management

Résumé

Klaus Kaiser, Parliamentary State 

Secretary, Ministry of Culture and Science    

of the German State of North Rhine-

Westphalia

Get-together and buffet

The conference will be held in German. Interpretation from 

German to English will be provided. 

REGISTRATION
Please send us your registration via email to

event.nrw@lv-eu.nrw.de 

with  the following information: surname, first name, 

organisation, position, address,  phone number

11:45 am

12:00 pm

1:15 pm

www.mkw.nrw
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Humanity depends on water to a very high degree. Its 

 intensive use is rapidly changing the dynamics within 

 water  bodies such as rivers, lakes and groundwater. 

As a result, the sustainable use and management of  water 

has become a central challenge of our time. Technologies, 

which  minimize the effect of human activities on water 

 systems, are  both expensive and challenging to develop; to 

that end,  water management requires interdisciplinary and 

cross- sector approaches, including aspects from the fields 

of  engineering, natural sciences, economics, as well as the 

 social sciences.

Ministry of Culture and Science
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The Grand Challenges range from climate change to 

the ageing society to the efficient use of energy  resources 

–  issues of great complexity which require the full com-

mitment of research and innovation across Europe. North 

 Rhine-Westphalia is putting in considerable effort, aiming in 

particular at strengthening international links and utilising 

the instruments provided by the European Research and 

 Innovation Area.

Grand Challenges: Answers from North Rhine-Westphalia

The conference series is directed to European decision- 

makers, with North Rhine-Westphalia presenting its 

 proposals for addressing the key issues. There will be ample 

opportunity for dialogue amongst Europe’s political leaders, 

innovative business operators and researchers.

Venue:

Representation of the German State of North Rhine-West-

phalia to the European Union

Montoyerstraat 47 Rue Montoyer, B-1000 Brussels

Metro 2 and 6, station: Trône/Troon

Telephone: +32 27 39 17 75, Fax: +32 27 39 17 02

www.europa.nrw.de

CONTACT
Cities and urbanized areas are characterized by  specific 

conditions influencing the waterbodies, to be found in NRW, 

but also in many European regions: densely  populated, 

 industrialized, and strongly sealed. In combination  with 

 climate change and demographic changes, these  regions 

and waterbodies face several challenges to be tackled by 

water managers, municipalities, and society. Science and 

research are delivering tools and technologies to improve 

the situation. 

Wastewater meanwhile is recognized as an important 

 resource. Therefore, wastewater treatment plants are in the 

focus of different initiatives. They are on the way to  become 

independent from external energy sources by producing 

the required energy themselves. Recovery of the worldwide 

 limited phosphorous is another example of closing cycles by 

water managers.

Recent events show that flooding can become a serious 

problem in urbanized areas. Therefore, strategies to improve 

rainwater management are important, but only make sense 

on a catchment scale with different municipalities  involved. 

A best-practice example is the initiative “water in the city of 

tomorrow” by the water board Emschergenossenschaft and 

16 municipalities. 
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